The 8th Congress of the Balkan Association of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs (BANTAO) took place, from 16 to 19 September 2007, in Belgrade, Serbia. After the seven previous successful congresses and this latest one in Belgrade, we are convinced that BANTAO has become firmly established as a professional and cultural phenomenon.

Born in Ohrid 1993 and followed by the congresses in Varna (1995), Struga (1997), Belgrade (1998), Izmir (1999), Thessaloniki (2001), Varna (2003) and Ohrid (2005), the Congress in Belgrade showed that the BANTAO idea can be considered as a true marker of our regional communication and collaboration, and as the major forum of Balkan nephrologists, with around 500 participants.

Balkan nephrologists have recognized and taken advantage of working in a world without political boundaries; we also have the support of the European Renal Association/European Dialysis and Transplantation Association (ERA/EDTA) and the International Society of Nephrology (ISN), which comes in recognition of our efforts and achievements in attaining the best results for our patients on local and regional levels.

The Congress was attended by 456 physicians (nephrologists, nephrology fellows, transplant physicians, cardiologists, internal medicine specialists) from the Balkans, Europe and Asia. In addition to the support of the ERA/EDTA and ISN/COMGAN, the Congress was held under the patronage of their Royal Highnesses Prince Alexander of Serbia and Princess Katherine.

In the fields of epidemiology of renal disease, clinical and paediatric nephrology, haemo- and peritoneal dialysis, kidney transplantation and apheresis, there were 60 invited guest lecturers and 47 oral and 137 poster presentations. The programme included four educational symposia, two ERA/EDTA courses, three Balkan symposia, six round tables (one ISN/COMGAN) and six keynote lectures; many distinguished nephrologists presented the latest achievements in different fields of nephrology. Importantly, for the first time at BANTAO, there was a session with ERA-EDTA highlights in basic science and the 'news' in therapy of glomerular diseases, presented by J. Floege and R. Coppo. The ISN/COMGAN round table was held on one of the most current topics in nephrology, covering calcium and phosphorus disorders in CKD, presented by T. Drüeke, M. Kettler and M. De Broe. Finally, we must acknowledge the efforts of the Scientific Committee and its president Professor Ch. Stathakis and his co-chair Professor V. Stefanovic, who worked hard to create this overwhelming scientific programme.

The abstracts were published in book form, while more than 50 participants responded with a manuscript submission; half of these have undergone peer review and will be published in the forthcoming regular issue of the BANTAO Journal. This journal is an official publication and constitutes the main connection between all members of the BANTAO Association. At present, it is published biannually, but our aim would be to publish up to four issues after incorporation into the public and internet-available databases of Medline and Pub Med, to which we are currently under application.

At the General Assembly A. Basci (Izmir) was re-elected as Editor-in-Chief, with G. Spasovski (Skopje), A. Covic (Iasi) and V. Nenov (Varna) as Deputy Editors. V. Nesic was elected President of the BANTAO Association and M. Radovic as Secretary of BANTAO. The 9th BANTAO Congress will be held in Izmir in 2009, with Prof. A. Basci as President.

The 8th Congress of BANTAO in Belgrade confirmed that our dream is not only now a reality, but also that this reality has become a recognized BANTAO tradition. It will be our privilege to keep up with this tradition and, at the same time, work on further prevention and treatment of our patients with chronic kidney disease in a global alliance with ERA/EDTA and ISN.
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